THEODORUS HALL CELEBRATES ITS FIFTIETH

When it was felt that Robert College needed to open a Pre-
paratory Department, President George Washburn went to America
in the summer of 1898 to get money for this purpose, He was
particularly anxious to see If he could interest Miss Olivia
Egleston Phelps Stokes 1in the project. The youngest of the ten
children of the wealthy New York banker (Phelps, Stokes & Com-
pany), John Boulton Stokes, Miss Stokes had been brought up in an
atmosphere of philanthropy. Her father was a liberal givor,
After his death in 1881, she and her sister had visited the Mid-
dle East and in Constantinople had become interested in two Bul-
garian students at Robert College. Because of this indirect con-
nection with the College, Miss Stokes might conceivably be in-
terested In giving money for a Preparatory Department, President
Washburn reasoned.

To Dr, Washburn's great disappointment, however, hg found,
on reaching Amorica, that Miss Stokes was not in the country,
When he returned to Kennedy Lodge, however, he found a letter
from Miss Stokes, offering ~-- as if by miracle -- to provide
money for the project in question. Tho building, vory appro=-
priately, was called Theodorus Hall -~ the gift of God., It was
comploted in 1902 and in September of that year tho first classes
in the new Preparatory Department were openod under the principal-
ship of Dr., William Smith Murray.

On Friday, Novembor 14, 1952, the fif tioth anniversary of
the opening of Thoodorus Hall was offilcially obsorved with a
program that lasted from 2:30 P.M. until noarly 10:00 P.M. By the
time the evening was ovor, mors than four hundred peoplo had par-
ticipated in the birthday obsorvance of the half-century-old

" Theodorus Hall.

At 2:30 otclock mombors of the Faculty, Staff and Community
joined tho 365 students of Robort Acadomy to hoar spoechos do-
voted to recalling the history of the bullding, The exercisos
took place in Albert Long Hall. On the platform was probably the
largest roster of Individuals cver to occupy placeos of dlstinetion
in that hall. Included among them worc four houscmasters, past
and present, and two principals, past and presont. Thoso wera:
Dr, Harold Lorain Scott(principal: 1927-4%7) and Prof. Willard M.
Whitman (prineipal: 1950~ ); housomastors: W.M., Whitman (1941~
43, 48-52), D, Garwood (1943-45), and A, Whitman (1952 - ). Oth-
ers on tho platform werce Prosident Floyd H, Blaeck, Profossor Mu-
zaffor Yogim , Turkish Vice-President of the Colloge, Bay V. D.
Gergyan '07, Bay Manol Angelidos,  '26, and Profossor Louis Lo-
rescho, who camo to Robert Acadomy to teach Fronch in 1908.

Aftor a fow bricf comments, Prosidont Black, who had como |,
to Robert College as a tutor in 1911, introduced Dr, Scott, who
had climb6g¥ho hill with him for the first time forty-one years
ago, Todny, as-American Vice-President of the College, Dr. Scott
recounted the story of the founding of Robert Academy and its
history from the houscmastorship of Dr. Murray through fourtoon

other housemagtors:

1902-07 - William Smith Murray
1907-19 - Georgo Herbert Huntington
1919-26 = Harold Lorain Scott
1026-27 - Bon jamin F, Gronowald
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1927-29 - George C. Miles

1929-32 ~ Caleb Gates, Jr.

1932-33 -~ George C. Milos

1933-38 - Thoodorus Hall closcd for lack of
5 students.

1938~41 - Harvey P. Hall

1941-43 - Willard M. Whitman, Jr.

1943-45 - David A, Garwood

1945-48 - Robert L., Allen

1948-52 ~ Willard Whitman, Jr.

19562~ - Arthur Whitmen, Jr.

The fashions had changed radically since Dean Scott first:
stopped into Theodorus Hall forty-one years ago, a young, nowly-
arrived tutor. The studonts sported bushy mustaches in those
days and pajamas,which have become so fashionable all over Turkoy
today,were unheard of in .thosc days. Tho one English boy in the
dormitory who wore pajamas did so under tho hockling of his class-
mates, The banisters in those days were used by the students to
slide down three floors to the dining room, until one day a boy
fell and it became noecessary for the authorities to provide bar-
riers to prevent this mode of going to dinner,

Doan 8cott pointed to Theodorus Hall as providing for fifty
years a training ground for Robert College. Without Theodorus
the standards of scholarship in the classroom and sports on tho
athletic fileld might not have boen possible, . In extra-curricular
activities mention must be made of Theodorus, which has always
boen a center for out-of-class activities, At ono time thoro
were as many as ten hobby clubs operating at tho samo time, At-
tempts at student governmont are already being given a third try,

Theodorus Hall has roason always to be proud of the mon it
has graduated, whether they have gone on-to tho College or not,
Bay Turgut Menemenciopglu, RC '35, served some time as assistent
to the Turkish Ambassador in Washington, D. C. Bay Solim Sarncr,
RC ox '19, is pormanent Turkish delegate to the Unitod Naticns,
Dr. Michael Dorilzas, RC '07, is profossor of political and scon
nomlc geography at tho Univorsity of Poennsylvania,

Professor Muzaffer Yogim, ex '17, Turkish Vice-Presidont o
Robert College, told how the boys used to coast down the hiil in
front of tho colloge untll ono day & boy threw a snowball at
him, and in the subsequent colllision with a wall he broko his
arm, That ineldent had cnded coasting for that scason, Ho also
told of the onthuslasm of tho boys in participating in athletics
of all kinds, and-indicatod hls shock to find so many boys today
porsuading thelr paronts or guardlans to securo modical reports
to oxompt them from all sports without any roal causo, thus dony-
ing themselves the body dovelopmont that 1s necossary along with
mental development. \

The exercises in Albort Long Hall were concluded by a spcech
givon by Vahram Gergyan, '07, who has been on tho Acadomy staff
ever since graduation., Bay Qorgyan appealed to tho studont body,
in particular, with regard to their indobtodnoss to tho poopla
of America who have given so genorously that the students of Tur-
key might have the educatlon provided by Robert Academy and Robert
College. "Our College has received millions of dollars from good

eople on the other side of the Atlantic, strangers to us and to
ghis country, You and I owe our education, nnd£ in partilour
Ogo

position in 1life, in busincss, and in society, to the Co
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and we must lend a helping hand in some way to our Alma Mater.
Those who have given millions for us have roceived nothing; we
who have gilven nothing have recelved so much,"

The oxorciscs in Albert Long Hall werc followed by a foot-
ball game between present and former students of Theodorus Hall.
Tncluded in the line-up of tho latter toam was Rasim Cenani,

RC 136, who is President of the Alumni Association of Istanbul.
The game took place on a fiold strewn with puddles. The game
was followed by tea in Theodorus Hall, a basketball game botween
tho Theodorus Hall team and the Froshmam team in the Dodge
Gymnasium; a rogular Theodorus Hall "guest night!" and an evoning
of entortainment.

considercd as & whole, the program was a most ambitious
one and might have drawn a great numbor of graduates from oute
sido had it not been for tho inclement weather. All morning
rain had fallen and, even as President Black roso to introduco
the speakors at tho Commemoration Exercises, raln threatenecd
to ' put off the football game. Bub even the rain might be said
to have aidod in launching Theodorus Hall on its second half-
contury of servicoc. :
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