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THS0D0RU3 HALL G3LSBRATES ITS PlpTIETH
When i t  was f e l t  that Robert College needed to öpen a Pre- 

paratory Department, President George lashburn went to America 
in the summer of 1898 to get money for this purpose. He v/as 
particu larly  anxious to see i f  he could interest Miss O livia 
Egleaton Phelps Stokes in the p ro je ct. The youngest o f the ten 
children of the v;ealthy New York banker (Phelps, Stokes & Com- 
pany), John Boulton Stokes, Miss Stokes had been brought up in an 
atmosphere of philanthropy. Her father was a libera l g ivor.
Af ter h is death in 1881, she and her sis ter had v is itod  the Mid- 
dle East and in Constantinople had become interostod in two Bul- 
garian students at Robert College, Because of this indiroct con- 
nection with the College, Miss Stokes might conceivably be in- 
terested in giving money for a Preparatory Department, President 
Was-hburn reasonedo

To Dr, Washburn»s great disappointment, howevor, hp found, 
on reaching America, that Miss Stokes was not in the countryo 
Vı/hon he returnod to.Konnody Lodgo, howevor, he found a le tte r  
from Miss Stokes, offering — as i f  by miraclo - -  to provido 
money fo r  the project in quostion, The building, vory appro- 
pria te ly , was ca llod  Thoodorus Hail - -  the g i f t  o f Godo I t  was 
comploted in 1902 and in Septombor of that yoar tho f i r s t  classos 
in tho now Preparatory Department wero oponod undor the principal- 
ship of Dr. William Smith Murray.

On Priday, Novombor 14, 1952, tho f i f t io t h  anniversary of 
the opening o f Thoodorus Hail was o f f i c ia l ly  obsorved with a 
program that lastod from 2:30 P.M. un t i l  noarly 10:00 P.Mo By tho 
timo the evoning was ovor, moro than four hundrod peopio had par- 
ticipatod  in the birthday obsorvanco of tho half-contury-old  
Thoodorus H ail.

At 2:30 o«clock rnombors of tho Paculty, S ta ff and Community 
joinod tho 365 studonts of Robort Aoadomy to hoar spoochos do- 
votod to roca llin g  tho h istory of the build ing« Tho oxorcisos 
took placo in Albort Long H ail, On tho platform was probably tho 
largost rostor o f individuals ovor to occupy placos of d istinction  
in that h ail o Inciudod among thom v/oro four housomastors, pas t 
and prosont, and two principals, pas t on d prosont, Thoso \voro:
Drc Harold Lorain S cott(prin cipa l: 1927-47) and Profo W illard M. 
Whitman (prin cipa l: 1950- ) ;  housomastors: V/hitman (1941-
43, 48-52), Do Garwood (1943-45), and A. V̂ hitman (1952 - ) ,  Oth- 
ors on tho platform woro Prosidont Ployd H. Black, Profossor Mu- 
za ffor Yoşim , Turkish Vico-Prosidont of tho Collogo, Bay Vc D, 
gorçyan «07, Bay Manol Angolidos, «26, and Profossor Louia Lo- 
roscho, who carao to Robort Acadomy to toach Pronch in 1908.

Aftor a fow b r io f commonts, Prosidont Black, who had como 
to Robort C\ollogo as a tu tor in 1911, introducod Dr. S cott, v/ho 
had climbodt^ho h i l i  v/ith him for  tho f i r s t  timo forty-ono yoars 
ago. Todnyi as Amorican Vico-Prosidont of tho Collogo, Dr. Scott 
rocountod tho stoiTy of tho founding of Robort Acadomy and its  
h istory from tho housomastorship o f Dr* Murray through fourtoon 
othor housomastora:

1902-07
1907-19
1919-26
1926-27

- VJ o
’.Vİlliam Smith Murray

orgo Ilcrbort Huntington 
Harold Loi'ain Scott 
Bonjamin P, Gronowald
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1927-29
1929-32
1932- 33
1933- 38

1938-41
1941-43
1943-45
1945-48
1948-52
1952-

Goorgo Cc Milos 
CaİGb Gates, Jr,
GoorgG Co MİIgs
ThGOdorus Hail closod for lack of 

studonts.
Harvoy P» Hail 
W lllard M, Whitman, j r .
David A o Garwood 
Robort L, Alloa 
f i l la r d  WbLİtman, Jr»
Arthur Whitman, j r .

Nov.1952

ThG fashions had changcd radically  sinco DGan Scott f i r s t '  
stoppod into Thoodorus Hail forty-ono yoars ago, a young, nov/ly- 
arrivGd tutor. Tho studonts sportod bushy mustachos in. thoso 
days and pajamas,which havo bacomo so fhshionable a li  ovor Turkoy 
today,wGrQ unhoard of in .thoso days. Tho ono English boy in tho 
dormitory who topo pajamas did so undor tho hockIing of his class- 
matos. Tho banistors in thoso daya woro usod by tho studonts to 
slido down throo floors  tô  tho dining room, u n til ono day a boy 
f o l l  and i t  bocamo nocossary for tho authoritios to provido bar- 
riors to provont this modo of going to dinnoPo

Doan Scott pointod to'Thoodorus Hail as providing fo r  f i f t y  
yoars a training ground for Robort Collogo. V f̂ithout Thoodorus 
tho standards of scholarship in tho classroom and sports on tho 
a th lo tic  f io ld  might not havo boon possib lo , • In oxtra-curricular 
a c t iv it io s  montion must bp mado of Thoodorus, which has always 
boon a oontor fo r  ou t-o f-c la ss  a c t iv it io s . At ono timo thoro 
woro as many as ton hobby clubs oporating at tho samo timo, At- 
tompts at studont govornmont aro alroady boing givon a third try .

Thoodorus Hail has roason always to bo proud of tho mon i t  
has graduatod, whothor thoy havo gono o n t o  tho Collogo or not.
Bay Turgut Monomoncioglu, RC '35, sorvod somo timo as assistant 
to tho Turkish Ambassador in Washington, D. Co Bay Solim Sarrır,
RC ox '19, is  pormanont Turkish dologato to tho Unitod Natiorlü o 
Dr. Michaol Dorizas, RC '07, is profossor of p o l i t ic a l  and ocov., 
nomic goography at tho tJnivorsity of Ponnsylvoniao

Profossor Muzaffer Yoşim, ox '17, Turkish Vico-Prosidont c ;’ 
Robort Collogo, to ld  how tho boys usod to coast dovvn tho h i l i  in 
front of tho collogo until ono day a boy throw a snowball at 
him, and in tho subsoquont co llis io n  with a wall ho broko his 
arm, That incidont had ondod coasting for that soason. Ho also 
told  of tho onthusiasm of tho boys in .participating in a th lotics 
o f a li  kinds, and indicatod his shock to find  so many boys today 
porsuading thoir paronts or guardians to socuro modical roports 
to oxompt thom from a li  sports without any roal causo, thus dony- 
ing thomsolvos tho body dovolopmont that is nocossary along v;ith 
montal dovolopmont.

Tho oxorcisos in Albort Long Hail v/oro conciudod by a spooch 
givon by Vahram Çorçyan, '07, v/ho has boon on tho Acadomy sta ff 
ovor sinco graduation. Bay Çorçyan appoalod to tho studont body, 
in particu lar, with rogard to thoir indobtodnoso to tho pooplo 
o f Amorica who havo givon so gonorously that tho studonts o f Tur- 
key might havo tho oducation providod by Robort Acadomy and Robort 
Collogo. "Our Collogo has rocoivod m illions of dollars from good 
pooplo on tho othor sido of the A tlan tic , strangors to us and to 
this country, You and I owo our oducation, and, in part, our 
position  in l i f o ,  İn businoes, and in socioty , to tho Collogo
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and wo must lond a holping hand in some way to our Alma Mator. 
Thoso who havo glvon m llllons for us ha ve rocoivod nothing; we 
who have glvon nothing havo rocoivod so rauch.”

Tho oxorcİ3 0 S in Albort Long Hail woro followod hy a fo o t- 
b a ll gamo botwoon prosont and formor studonts of Thoodorus H ail. 
Inciudod in tho lino-up of tho la ttor toam was Rasim Conani,
RG *36, who İs prosident of tho Alumnl Association of İstanbul» 
Tho gamo took placo on a f io ld  strown with puddlos, Tho gamo 
was followod by toa in Thoodorus H ail, a baskotball gamo botv/oon 
tho Thoodorus Hail toam and tho Frosbinam toam in tho Dodgo 
Gymnasium; a rogular Thoodorus Hail ” guost night” and an ovoning 
of ontortainmont.

Consldorod as a wholo, tho program was a raost ambitious 
ono and might havo drawn a groat numbor of graduatos from öut- 
sido had i t  not boon for tho- inclomont woathor. A li morning 
rain had fa llon  and, ovon as prosidont Black roso to introduco 
tho spoakors at tho Commemoration Exorcisos, rain throatonod 
to put o ff  tho foo tb a ll gamo. But ovon tho rain might bo said 
to havo aldod in launching Thoodorus Hail on its  socond h a lf-  
contury of sprvico.
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