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Letter sent to eaoh Trustee of 
Constantinople College 

By Mi 8 8  Caroline Borden
Honorary Vice-President,

The deolaration made by Dr. Plimpton 
at the Trustee meeting of April 25, 191^, of the 
fine standing of Constantinople College in the Le- 
vant involves a beautiful oo-working of Jehovah 
with human thought and a ctivity .  The college stands 
before the divinely appointed tribunal ~ «Render unto 
Caosar the things that are Caesar’ sj; and unto God the 
things that are God's, Constantinople College was 
ordained by God mor e than one hundred years ago in 
the prayers of an aged woman vtrho rose every night at 
the hour of midnight and prayed to Jehovah that He 
vvould appoint among her descendants a messenger to 
oarry gospel l ight to women in foreign landa s it t in g  
in darkness. Her prayer was answered in Mrs. Albert 
Bowker, who in the prayer-tower of her home listened  
to the divine oraole, and in obedienoe laid the 
foundation of this College in 1 S7 «̂ Jehovah in His 
supreme authority has builded the College in the 
splendid identity of independence by the oharter of 
190^ vvith a Board of Trustees of men and woraen of 
large intelleotual Vision and Christian purpose and 
deterrained a c t iv it ie s .  Jehovah deoreed the Faoulty 
of administration to be of highest a b i l i t y  and of 
supreme oonseoration to Christian womahhood.
Jehovah's ordaining and deoree have constantly 
advanced the College and have brought i t  to the 
magnificent standing declared by Dr, Plimpton.



Render unto Jehovah the tribute of divine oommand.

American Christlan philanthropy 
placsd the Institution in i t 3 own property at 
Scutari on the Asiatio Shore of the Bosphorus at a 
cost of f i f t y - e ig h t  thousand dollars in l&'jS, with 
Mrs. Kate Pond Williams the Principal, who laid  the 
foundation of i t s  intelleotual l i f e  broâd and deep, 
adaquate for a l i  subsequent requirements. Mise 
Mary Mills Patriok was assooiated vvith Mrs.V/illiams, 
and when fa i l in g  health oompelled the resignation 
of Mrs,Williams, she suooeeded her as Principal,
Mi08 Patriok has been the anohor and inspiration and 
dynamo of the Sohool through a l i  the suoceeding years, 
With rare endowment and keen raental aoumen and high 
spiritual oonception, enriched by student l i f e  in 
several European universities and wi'th the aoqui8 İtion 
of many languages, Mary Mills Patrick, Ph.D. , main- 
tains Constantinople College the beaoon light  of the 
Levant. President Patriok's philosophy of educa- 
tion is  to give to student s equipment of heart and 
mind and body adequate to sprve the demands of hu- 
manity with intelligent aoumen and vvith prinoiples  
of love and faith, The Faculty are in fu ll  accord 
vvith her> one of whom vvrites, ”The splendid idealism 
of President Patriok energizes and u p li f t s  everything 
and everybody about her," American supporters of 
the College have contributed hundreds of thousands 
of dollars and oonstant thought and time, Render 
unto humanity the tribute due,

In this co-working of Jehovah vvith 
human a c t i v i t i e s  we behold Constantinople College 
on Arnaoutkeuy Heights beautiful for situation  
vvith splendid buildings finely equipped for aoademic

work, in a delightful home l i f e  of refineraent 
and oultivation,

Through a l i  the years of’ this i n s t i -  
tution i t  has enjoyed the proteotion of the Ottoman 
governraent, Enoompassed and erabarrassed by years 
of war the College holda in majesty i t s  way, Its  
benefioent povver is giving l ight  and strength and 
joy throughout the Levant and beyond.

At the meeting of the Trustees vvith 
President Patriok in the midst, entertained by Dr,
P1 irap ton in his home on April 2 ,̂ I917» the follovving 
resolution was voted to be spread upon the records,

"The trustees of the American College 
for Giriş and Women at Constantinople hereby in-  
soribe on their records their deep realization of 
the saored oomraission vvhioh they hold frora Jehovah 
in this Constantinople College and vvith devout 
thanksgiving for a l i  that Jehovah has done for and 
in this College they pledge themselves to the faith  
in Jehovah vvhich will add this College to the Bible 
reoord of the eleventh ohapter of Hebrevvs, ”

In the raging of the European vvar Dr. 
Plimpton and Dr, Dutton were appointed at this  
meeting a oommittee to conduot the a ff a ir s  of the 
College in any emergency, President Patriok's  
return to the College made a strenuous demand of  
emergency vvhich diplomata and men of a ffa ir s  de- 
olared oould not be done. Dr, Plimpton and Dr, 
Dutton vvith keen discretion and vvith acute ao- 
t i v i t i e s  of a few days decided othervvise, in vvhioh
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Prasidant Patriok sailed from Nevv York on September k-, 
1917, equipped with cradantials from the State De­
partment of the United States of America and ade- 
quate monsy. Journeying courageously through five  
oountries of diplomatio exigency, she was received 
at Constantinople with high favor by the-Ottoman 
Government, and the thermometer of the College 
raade a leap of one hundred degrees, The Shekinah 
of Jehovah guidad and guarded her way aooording to 
the divins promiee -  ”Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
trust a l 80 in Him, and He sliali bring i t  to pasa. 
Through the enshrouding clouds of dalay oame the 
voios of Jehovah in clear tones -  "Trust Ue." In 
obedienoe the pledge of the Trustee raeeting was 
f u lf i l le d ,  The presence of sixteen trustees with 
earnest purpose around the Council Table entertained 
by Mr. and Mrs, Plirapton on April 25, I9IÖ, the 
anniversary of the pledge of faith, affixed the seal 
to the pledge and Constantinople College has itö*  ̂
place in the divine enrollment of faith.

In this fellowship l e t  us trustees 
of Constantinople College "press forwh,rd toward the 
goal unto-the high oalling of God in Christ Jesus" 
for this College,

Very sinoerely yours.



Boğaziçi ünlvertltasl 
ArçIv ve Dokümantasyon Merkezi

Kişisel Arşivlerle İstanbul’da Bilim, Kültür ve Eğitim lanhı
Scott Ailesi Koleksiyonu
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