December 7, 1955

»ﬁrq Duncan 8. Ballantine
President of Robert College

Dear Ve Ballantine,

- As you already know I have been asked by a considerable
number of persons - colleagues, Trustees, et al, = to prepave

a hlstory of Robert College, and to have it ready for nublica-
tion by 1983, the centennial year. I don't consider myself .
-espeaié;lz well quallfied for the task, as I have neither the
-gift nor the experience of authorship. The only veason for
- my being Thought of in this connection 1s my almost in~ i
Anterrupted forty~five years of service in the College in &
veriety of administrative capacities. The fact that T om
‘partially on the retired 1list this year and will be complotely
so next yoar, end will have the time to devote to the Job ism, ,
of course, another reason. 2 v o :

- T wish to state that I am honestly quite ready to Lipn
- the %Baslk over to someone elst who may be better qualifieds
There may well be such a pergon and I shall rest content
vhatevor the decision is. In case, however, you and the
~Trustees consider that I should go shead I shall try to pro-
duce B book which will be useful as a record of events and
conditlons and which, at the same time, will give very =
- considerable emphasis to the human element, without whieh
- Mo higtory can possibly appeal to more than a very restricted
- group of readers, and, in fact, can be hardly readable at
all. The story of Robert College is largely the story of
vigorous and interesting personalities, whose belfefs,
activitles, and even indioayncrasies, can give much color
and vividness to a written account. Furthermore, the facts
about he College as an institubtlon - that it was the first
Amorican experiment in international education outside the
United Stabtes; that around it gwirled events of great .
significarice to the Near East, lurope and the world as a
mtle{ that 1t played no nogligiblo" part in the asstounding .
litical and social changes which have occurred thwoushout
' i%s 1ife = provide material which, properly used, should
male & really interesting as well as a valuable book. . .

. Doubbs may be expressed &s bo the necoaaiﬁ‘.“ﬁft'ifomi' L
~ing the whole period of the higbory of the College in view = .
of the full treatment in the hooks by Hamlin, Washburn and



Dre Duncan S. Ballantine = 2 = December ?, 1056

' Gabeg. I think, however, the tlme has come for a fresh

aoproach to the subject and & treatment from the point of

view of a modern observer and student of history. Hamlin,

Washburn and Gates wrote personal narratives ch were

natuprally highly subjective in their approach. A mowe

detached and objective view should now be possibles I

would try to carry out an interpretive treatment ~ a study

of the motlvations of the piloncer missionaries and of the

founders of the College. I would try also to examine the

| abtltudes and reactions of the local peoples to the work
“and policies of the College. What the Turks, especlally,

- thought were the motives behind what to them must have :

. seemed an eéxtraordinary enterprise. Thelr change of attilbude
from one of hostility and susplclon to one of fricndliness |
and trust constitute a fascinating subject for Investigatlon.
and clavifications. R 7 . '

. I have made a rough outline of the divisions of the
book and the subjects to be itreated, which I enclose with
ghis letter. These divisions and headings are, of course,
 very proliminary and tentative and need a lot of thinking
 and working over and will certainly be extensively revised.

"~ In order to collect material for a compléte racord -
and balanced synthesis it would be necessary for mé %o

. gomsult records in the United States as well as here, Ve

have in our archives many old letters and other documents
- from lire Robert, Mr. Kennedy, Mr. Dodge and othérs to the
presidonts and other men in the field. The local files =
“of presidents' reports and letlers, espectally the latter,
to the Trugtees are, however, sadly incomplete. Thers iz,
I believe, a collection of reports and letters in the New

- ¥York offices These of course should be consulted, I should
also like o have access to books bearing on the beginnings
of the misgionary movement oul of which Robert Cellege
emerged and many of which are available only in libraries =
dn the Tnited States and in the American Board rooms in
Boston. Thus I should like to have it made finanedally = =
. poggible for me to spend some months in the States and T
am waking suggestions to this effect in a second letieor.

b Probdbly I should devoto ﬁh@ fiiat monthif‘poﬁhapa L
the firgt year, to a study of the material av&llable,:tha-
- taking of notes, the preparation of a bibliogrgﬁhzg'etOQ '

in order that, should my health deteriorate to such an
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extont that I could not continuo with the projeab, thia »
- material would be avallable for someone else to ust, Tha
second phage - perhaps the second year - would of eoursa :
- be a@vntaa to the actual writing, | ! :

T should perhApa mention ﬁhnt Profasnor Lovis Thnmaa.

of Princeton has suggested that the Princeton Uhiversivy:».ﬁ

‘“‘prsss migh$ be willing to publish the book. This vreas
publishe the book by President Gates.

0 AL ﬁhank you for the enoourngamont you havt alraadv
givun to the proposal that this project should be yndape
- baken. I can only hope that, if I am considered a muibs
able perzon to do the job, the finished product vin b«;

wonﬁhy of ﬁhe aubject.

. Sincarely yours,

- Harold L. Scott
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