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OONFSSSIONS OF A PROPAOAIIDIST.

öentle Reader, havo you ever been a propagpapçdist? I f  not, my advice

to you İ 8- - —»forever abjure 00 exactlng and bo thankless a pro^esalon* Por lüy

own part, I was lured into becoming a propagandiet in the most artfu l aıanner,

80 that I dld not know, until i t  was too la te , what ıras happening to me*

Önce upon a time i t  came to paee that I le f t  my horae in Asia to v is it

New York City after many yeare, In my Aeiatic^ ”home~tomı" there flouriehed

a most authentic and resp ecl^ Ie  American co llege , where i t  had been my fate

to |ML88 aeveral yearo o f a very happy youth. And when I had been in New ^ork

8ome time I ııae asked one day, ıdiuld I be readyXto help my old college? I 8aid

I waa w illin g , but unprepared, enthuaiastio but surely o f very l i t t i e  uee. But

the Trusteea who ran the Aeiatic College out o f the goodneas o f their hearts

were it^ need of a spokesman, they daid, to educate America and to raise money fo r

£helr College* I had lived much in Asia* I knew the College from A toZ* Had

I not been eduoated there myeelf, among that strange medley o f foreign girla?

Wae I not exactly the person t^hey wanted? In vain I proteated that I wae not*

I ^had a special aversion to making myself conspicuous and no desire to pick the

pockete o f the rich* I  had none o f the arts needed in public apeaking and I

hated to beg* However, under the genial aseurance o f my kind-hearted trusteee

that i t  was a l i  very easy, I weakly gave in* And so one fin e  moming I awoke

to find myeelf em]>ft]ıyed by the Aaiatic College as propagandist*

I started out with as much enthusiasm as I could muster* I endeavored

to find out what ımş expected o f me and a fter  considerable questioning o f the

Particular Trustee to whom I was reaponsible, I mapped out my duties somewhat

after this fashion* I was to v is i t  as many echools and colleges as I could and

address students on the importance o f the Asiatic College, and i f  poseible s o l ic i t

-tffeir in terest, attention and financial aid* I was to help distribute l ite r »  
ature to old friends, tentative frienda, possible future friends and The Rich,in 
discriminately* '

I t  was a large problem and İ tackIed the schools and colleges f i r s t .
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Frora a emall O ffice adjoinlng the eanctum o f the Particular Truatee, I wrote a 

hundred and one lettere to achool headmlstreeeee, co llege presidents and deane. 

Would they le t me come to their echoolö to t e l i  the studenta ahout the Aeiatic 

Oolloge? Did they knovr what their atudente were missing in not being "au^sonrant-  ̂

with American education in the Eaat? Were they aware o f the v ita l impor^atuce o f 

u p liftin g  the hordea o f Aaia?

Some evidently were not. They ignored my lettere  completely. Othere, 

more p o lite , but very cautioua, regretted that their interata were already ao 

many that they could not add another to the H at, ao that i f  I would excuae
t

their frankneas and ao on and ao on. A very few aiıd they would be glad to hear 

what I had to aay. Theae laat I conaidered angela o f light and in telligenoe
%

and proceeded to v ia it  them wherever they happened to be.

You may imagine, I had experienc©a. Aa a raatter of fa c t , I acquired a 

libera l education in the ayatem o f private achoola and collegea throughfeut the 

country. The genua, headmiBtresa, I grew to recogniae aa an old friend, were 

ahe worldly, th ou ^ tfu l, practical or haughty. The Sveet toung Thing, who con- 

atituted the average aehool g ir l  I grew to  kııow ao well that I could t e l i  without 

80 much aa looking at her, what ahe would aay next. The proceedure in apeaking 

at achoola waa very aimila'r. I was uaually hurried along in a train to a amart 

l i t t i e  auburban atation, where would be waiting the School 0ar , and whiaked

över the country roada to The Building. There I would be greeted either by
t o

the Principal or leading atudont, taken to dinner, and later led by the hand 

to the platform to deliver my amali apeech on the Aaiatic Oollege. Uaually 

there wa much intereat. Studenta are good liatenera and American atudenta are 

alwaya eager to hear o f Europe and Aaia and their atrange outpoata.

I would d ila te  upon the aim ilaritiea between the Eaat and the ’STeet, in 

the eagemeaa o f youth and the deaire fo r  eduoation. I would point out that 

the background o f my atudenta in Aaia waa atrange and oriental. My audience would 

give a gaap o f aatiafaction when I tumed to the marriage cuatoma, I grew to 

know juat where the reaponae would be warmeat, the intereat keenöat. Sometimea



I would tıhrow picture# on the scroen. Two pictures alway8 provoked laugh'ter-r'—^

the Whirling DerviBhee (I oould hear the ripple beginning at the back o f the

room aa the picture took form) and the Studenta o f the Aaiatic College at Gym-

naatlCB. Thia laat was not a laughing matter, I would haaten to add, I would

counteract ita  humoroua qualitiea by a aerious talk on the importance o f ath-

le tica  fo r  the indolent orientall I t  waa only when I came to the g ia t o f  my

lecture that I noted a atirring o f unreat in ıqy audience. Weakly I hurried

över thia moat diataateful part o f  my task. Inwardly apologetic, no matter

how brave in appearance, I aet forth thia need and that and made an apneal for

funda. I could fe e l the intereat lagging inatantly and my worda would aound

f la t  to my apprehenaive ear. Abruptly I would change the theme---- and with

a peraonal note----  hopo that they would aometime v ia it  our inatitution , when

they came abroad (yet how much I longed to t e l i  them not to miaa the gorgeoua

mo8quea and enchanting bazaara o f that eluaive c ity  o f  the orient) and at laat

wlth a amile I would ait down amidat their generoua applauae.

Then would come que8tiona, aometime,a formal onea at the end o f the

talky more often informal onea aa the g ir la  gathered round me* They were nearly

alwys the aame* Did the atudents o f Aaiatic College have many aporto? Did

they like partiea? Were they muaical? Did they ever have midnight feaata?

Waa i t  true that Mohammedan g ir la  never aaw any men?

Then a beli* would ring ancithe audience with ita  f lu f fy  gowna and

amilingjyoung, carefree facea would disappear, preaumably to  aome hidden atudy

h a il. I would then either talk  to tired  teachers^anzioua to get to their own 
but

rooma, by requeated by the Head to  entertain the foreign gueat, or I would be
|l

taken in the School Car back to the auburban atation and ao home by trdln. 

Thoughta would come to me aa I whizzed through the darkneaa, What kind of an 

impresaion had I madet Would they rea lly  be intereated #.ıough to give ua money? 

My attitude waa uaually one o f wearinea8 and regret, Back at my amali o f f ic e ,  I 

would aend out feelera  to the achoola I had via ited, I f  Fortune were kind I 

would perhapa get a„check. More often that not, theee would come lettera ,

5.
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saying how Intereeted they a l i  had been, what a good work the Aaiatic College 

wae doing, but the war made eo many ^manda^ that th ie year they could give

U8 nothing. Perhape another year................ and the poor propagandiet would l ie

awake h a lf the night cursing the Patea.

There vrere more ext€nded tripe than to euburban statione. I taeted

the pleaeures o f  the “Road". Oertainly there were momentB, many momente, es-

p ecia lly  when I l^orgot I was a propagandist and dreamed I was only a etudent o f

humanity, that were fu l l  o f  real delight. I v is ited  Philadelphia and was en-

chanted wlth the quAnt,narrow,side atreeta , with their houaea tumbling out

their occupanta immediately upon the narrov pavementaj with the aedate, so lid ,

aober atmpaphere o f the place. And then there waa Boston! Thought I To be

able to aee Boston every few montha, th a t 's  something. Perhape propagandiiıg has

İta compenaationa a fter  a l i ” . I never could croaa the Common, without think-

ing o f  the Pilgrim Pathera. Perhape i t  vaa because uaually the anow waa on the

ground and a most b itte r  wind was blowing. Perhape i t  was only because in my
♦

childlıood in Asia, I had looked acroas the ocean at l i t t i e  Massachuaetta with 

eyea that could aee only the romance o f history and none o f the marka o f modernr 

.ity  in ita  fin e  old City. At any rate there waa the aen«ation. Even i f  I were 

bent upon a lecture and had to get acroaa the Coranon to deliver i t ,  I could have • 

a delicioue b r ie f communion with the ghoata o f  Puritan worthiea on the way,

My brief viBite in theee citiee ae well ae in othera were spent in

a variety o f  hostelriea . Sometimea I waa independent and buaineealike and 

Btayed at a Club, where I f e l t  affIuent but too oxtravagant. At other timea, 

follow ing a lean aeason o f chacka, I would go,,to the Y.’V.C.A  ̂ refuge o f the un- 

fortunate and imAeriahed. Aa a contraat to thia , there were timea when I muat 

needa be very p o lite  and informative aa a guit fo r  aeveral daya,of a Truatee. On 

theae daya, aa we aay in the Eaat, my aoul wae aqueezed. Aa I came downataire to  

dinner in an aweaome dining room, fee lin g  ahabby in my one evening dreoa, won- 

dering ırhether my alippere were very conapicuouBİy old-faahioned, remerabering 

with a start that I had forgotten to look at my back hair before I came down.
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and hoping my hostese wouId not Introduce me to everybody as ”my guest from 

Aeia", which ehe invariably did, leaving n#> confrteited with an aetoniehed in - 

divldual, who looked at me aa tthough I were some unwhole8oms curioeity— on 

theee occaelona, I eay, I had an overwh0 İming noetalgia fo r  my cheap l i t t i o  

room at the Y*W,C.A. and the noleey cafeteria^ wh©re I was surrounded by indifrer. 

ent Maifliee and Sadies. You aee, Gentle Reader  ̂ do you not, that I wae the 

very laet person to be a propagandist. I remember very well one horrible week 

epent in the costly  maneion o f  the worldly Mrs. X. She meant w ell, poor lady,

I have not a doubt. And hovr was she to know that my soul waa squeezed? I 

gave her no indication . Pollowing my accepted notion o f the duties o f a humblo 

propagandist, I beamed at her continuously, I talked Aeia. I dwelt upon the 

Orient. I pereuaded her and almost myeelf that my whole l i f e  wae bound up in 

the Asiatic College. In tum I lietened to her talk . I feigned interest in her 

ep o ilt , id le , purposelees daughters. I eympathized when ohe complained o f the 

mismanagement o f  the expenoive echool they were attending, and I tried  not to 

be noticeably depreesed when she and her youngaat daughter quarreled ae to ¥ho 

wae to ha ve the car that aftem oon. The week wae an eternity. I t  came to an 

end, as a l i  things do, good and bad a like , It  w î  only when her check came into

the O ffice that I f e l t  that my v is it  a fter  a l i  had i t s  brighter side.

Of course I v ieited  the co lleges. They were almost a l i  very beau- 

t i fu l  to look uponr-—'^ellesley, Vassar, Smith, Wells, Mt. Holyoke. I took them 

a l i  in . My f i r s t  fee lin g  was one o f gratitude that theee hurrying yoımg college 

students should listen  so patiently, so eagerly to what I had to say on Asia.

I found them as I grew to know them, very rauch the same, and ridiculously youth-

fu l . I can think o f nothing lov e lie r  than Nor.thoçıpton in  the spring time, 

vdth the grass so ft and green under your fe e t  and the campus a l i  ve with youth, 

dark and fa ir , short and t a l i ,  in gay sveatersj or Bryn Mawr in the autumn 

with the vinee turning red and gold upon the c lo istered  halis and the Bwishing 

o f  the yellow leaves as you )>mlk the campus paths.
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My moet adventuroua journey vras to Ohio. Perhapa, Gentle Reader, you 

cannot asBociato in your mind, Adventure and Ohio. But i f  you were bom İn 

A s ia ,i f  you had never known any part o f America but a emall strip  on the eastem 

coaet, you would perhaps, like me, think o f  a v is it  to the hinterland ae 

Bomething o f an episode in your career. Not that I wa8 w ildly excited. The 

anchor o f my propaganding p^ram, only too securely kept ray sp ir it  from eoaring. 

üt was, however, with a alight tremor o f aaueed anticipation that I took ray 

place in  the Pulİman car at the Cirand Central Station on a certain day in 

early Nove#ruber.

In Ohio, a place Boraewhat formidablo to ay mind, by reason o f i t s  un- 

fam iliarity , I eought always a lodging at the Y.W.O.A. I f e l l  upon the diB- 

arraing habit o f  having to ahar e ray rooaı with othor BojoumerB. They changed 

fretiuentiy. Having raade the acquaitanc*.e o f  a Jennie, the night before, I 

next 'raorning to  find  a Mİbs Schultz in the bed in corner, looklng at me 

with hoBtile eyes. However, theee vere detaiİB Boon forgotten.

I confefls I found Ohio f la t , f la t  ae to country, f la t  ae to people.  ̂

Bay thifl with no re flection  upon their hoJBpitality, fo r  I found here a cordial 

velcome aa I found everyvhere in big hearted America. But the flatneaB and the 

commercialiom depreesed me unapeakably and I conatantly congratulated rayaelf 

that I had only come fo r  a ahort pilgriraage a fter a l i .

The studenta o f  Ohio took kindly to my propaganding. Novithatanding 

a Bomevhat vague exproB8ion upon their countenancee, when I mentioned on 

A siatlc metropolia, they vere interested in the Orient. They vere alvays kind 

and alvaya very p o lite .. At one college, they even aoked me, thinking I rauet 

needs have a theological training aa I came from a foreign strand, to say the 

College Blessing at breakfaet, at vhioh I vae ao taken aback by Burprise that 

I almoat diagraced myaelf and ay College by making inarticu late nolees.

At one co llege , I met Euphemia Chaffinch fik e , vhose name bo took 

ray fancy that I ahali never forget i t .  Euphemia came to v ie it  me in the atate



guo8t roon where I had been geutly deposited fo r  the night^after my meeting. She 

came in apologatically aaking fo r  a l i t t i e  chat. I offered har an old faahioned 

rojking chair , in which aha eettied heraelf, spreading har handa upon the arma. 

She waa on the ahady aide o f f i f t y ,  ta li  ,very angular, very inatitutional, She 

had graduated from thia aaıne oollege, ırtıen i t  waa only a achool and "everyona 

did the houaework, you know." She confeaaad aha waa irmnenaely intereated in the 

Orient and I found to my amazement that aa a child aha had givan har penniea 

to a reverend aiaatonary in her home town (waa i t  Memphia or Cairo?) who had 

praachad the word in my own Aaiatic City* For mora than twanty yaara aha had 

been matron o f th is collega, She waa Kıio through and through. She atood at 

the door a moment before aha tumed to go and aaidı" Perhapa I ' l l  come abroad 

aome day. But I gueaa not. My place ia here. l 'v e  been fedding theae g ir la  

fo r  twenty-two yaara and l i t t i e  old Ohio looka pretty good to mel"

I viaited the tlıree important Ohio c it ie a , Clevaland, Oolurabua and 

Cincinnati, Oh yas, and there waa Akron! Akron, fu l l  o f rubber ıind foreignera 

a City bu ilt  in a valley and on a h i l i ,  the poor aıre&terihg in the valley, the 

rich  liv in g  in reaplendent raanaiona on the h i l l .  My aaaociationa with Akron 

were painful. To begin with, being unuaed to the very puzzling ayatem o ftw o  

kinde o f time, Eaatem and Central which holda good in northem Ohio, I atatted 

from Cleveland, by e le ctr ic  car at an early hour o f the moming to find upon 

arriving at Akron that thd clock had not budged, that i t  waa a t i l i  the aame 

early hour, far too early for  any decent university ezercisea to be in progreaa.

I waa depoBited in the middle o f a narrow atreet, which to my nervoua eye eeem- 

ed at that early hour in the moming, fu ll  o f  apitting Italiana and Bohemiana-
I

and i t  waa only a fter conaulting with a policeman, whom I had aome d iff ic u lty  in

finding, that I A  put on the road to ny appointed place o f  lecture.

I cannot think o f Ohio ozcopt from an educiional point o f view.

I cloae my eyea and aee rowa and rowe o f collegea , each more moral than the laat, 

row8 and rowa o^ tro lle y  cara BWinging through f la t  brown fie ld e , and rows and 

row8 of intereated atudenta aaking intimate queation8 about ray l i f e  in Afeia.
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Thii reaching etudentö was o n ly  part o f my work. There were other thing» 

to be done. I muet ca li on the Rioh. The Rich o f  course were never glad to 

eee me but aome few W0re v e r y  kind and gave me an<^pointment. Without eome 

kind o f  introduction, I refuaed to go. I t  waa here that my uaually plaatic 

nature abaolutely balked. Even ao, with a defin ite  engagement to ca li fo r  the 

avowed purpoae o f arouaing intoreat and abatracting m oney, I needed my atock o f 

courage. Sometimea fo r  daya before, I w  obliged to go through the procesa o f 

8crewing up, I f  I happened to be unuaually aporehenaiae, I would have dreama 

about i t  at night. I would aee myaelf being peremptorily ejectod from marbio 

halle by a wrathful maid, or being ahovm the door, gently but firm ly by a 

haughty and be-povdered butler. Theae thinga fortunately nevor happened ezcept 

in my dreama. On the whole, in  juatice le t  i t  be aaid, the Rich were very kind 

and much more tolerant that I would have been in their place.

One gentlo l i t t ie  lady I remember vrith a heart fu ll  o f gratitudo. She 

lived in a great houae on Madieon Avenue in ita  moet faehiŞıble d ia tr ic t . I aaw 

her Corning down the awe-inapring ataircaae, dreaaed aa aimply and aa modeatly 

aa i f  ahe were a hardworking propagandiat heraelf, She intarviwed me in the 

drâv/ing room which fa ir ly  dazzled my unaccuatomed eyea with ita  brocade hanginga^ 

expenaive paintinga and high ce ilin g . She waa genuinely intereated and aympathetic 

and gave me a generoua chock. I could have kiaaed her hand wĥ n I le f t .  aa 

we do in the Eaat. though I am eure ahe would have been horrified . While I waa 

gratefu l, exceedingly grateful fo r  her aympathy and pleaaed at ray own auoceaa, aa 

I walked away down Madiaon Avenue  ̂ I had a aneaking fee lin g  that I had obtained 

that money under fa lae pretencea and that I ^  not earning an honeat liv ing .

Such aae the panga o f a pro^^ndjatl

There were other variationa to my theme—-people to be cultivated, ugiy 

İî^Finfluential dowagera to be ca joled , boring profeaaora to be humored, committoe 

moetingB, reporta, aaaociationa, a l i  to  be göne through with. I have a deep -  

rooted averaion fo r  the "organizing female"^and yet aa a propagandiat for the 

Aaiatic College, i t  waa rny duty to aeek her outand put her in^a poaition that



her special talents might havo fu l l  8way, I grew to lose ıny slmple fa ith  in 

mankind, my ueual appraisal o f  my fellow  Citizen, ^ e n  I made a new acquaint- 

ance, I would aak nyeelfî" Hae he any money to give the Oollege?” "Will he be • 

intereeted in the atatue o f oriental women?” "Or is  he poor and not worth 

cu ltivating?” Thue, oh, thus, Oentle Reader, dld I amirch my eoul fo r  the 

iıenefit o f the Âsiatic College.

At last my ex ile  came to an end. I had done with propaganding, I 

ahali never aalc a aoul again fo r  a favor, nor for  hia money, nor for  an ounce o f 

hia intereat. I do not çare a red çent whether he likea the Aaiatic College 

or not. For I have tumed ray face towarda my beloved land of the Rising Sun and 

there I ahali apend loy daya and never, never, never propagand a—gain.

TO APPEAR ANONYMOUSLY.
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Addreaa:

Mra. Harold Scott, 
Robert College, 
Conatantinople, Turkoy.
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