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Brief Autobiography

Bveline Thomson Scott
8% “ -
I was born on September 24th‘i§ kameli Hisar, a suburb of Con-
stantinople on the Bosphorus. I whe christened Eveline Agnes, after
a grandmother and my father's sister. My father was Alexander Thomson
aad my mother was Ulivia Anne Seager,

In the neighboring suburb of Bebek there was a flourishing colony
of English people..some ten or fifteen families and it was there that
my parents met. During and after the Crimean War, a number of English
famifies esteablished themselves in Turkey, becoming, for the most part,

~merchants and agent$s for firms in England. On the Asiatic shore in
Moda, there was another English settlement with its onn chapel, cricket
field, tennis courts and club, very mich like the some in Bebek. ;

. My paternal grandfather, Alexander Thomson, (the same name as my
father) was Scotch, born in Inve: hethlng near tdlnburgh. He had come
out to Turkey as a naval engineer, employed by the Turkish government.
Unfortunately he diéd early, when my father was only nine, but the rest
of the family stayed on in Turkey; one of his sisters married, two be-

came governesses, and his brother lived for years in Smyrna (lzmlr)
Viy father graduated from Robe t College =and went into the firm of my

grendfther Seager.

liy maternal grandfathér, John Seager, was born in Poole, Dorset,
came out to Turkey as a lad with his flather, who was a sea captain.
This grandfather, as a very young man, set up a canteen for the British
soldiers who were being taken care of by Florence Nightingale, during
the Crimean War, when she established her famous hospital in Scutari
on the Asiatic shore of the Bosphorus.

In the early nlﬁ&les, it became the custom for some of the young
Englishmen in Bebek to leave Turkey, which they considered backward,
and establish themselves in another country. Two of my mother's
brothers went to Califonnia and lived there the rest of their lives.
Two of her cousins went to the New World, one to New York and the
other to Mexico City. Several young men settled in England. Ny 4
father, vho was connected in business with my grandfether Seager, also
wanted to leave Turkey. At that time two of the American ministers (pre-
ambageadors) to Turkey, were Oregonians and they spoke highly of
opportunities in Oregon. With what now seems to me the utmost naivité
my father and mother, aged respectively 32 and 27, uprooted themselves
from Turkey end set out in 1892 for Portland, Oregon. By this time
they had a second child, Gladys May,born in 1891.

All my early memories are Of 1ife in Portland, as 1 was only three
years old when I went there. Ny pargnts, who had led a rather easy
life in Turkey, with several servants, found the new world much more
difficult then they expected, in the far west. “hey were very British
and felt aliens in their new surroundings. My fsther, in the course
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