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PERGE TiYATROSU "SKENE”S]

Perge Tiyatrosu kazilari, 1985-1993 yillari arasinda Tiirk bilim heyetleri
tarafindan gerceklestirildi. Kazilar sirasinda, su anda Tiyatro icerisinde
orijinal yerinde duran Dionysos frizinden baska, Kentauromachie ve
Gigantomachie frizlerine ait pargalar yanisira, ilging bir bicimde
bezemelerinin bir kismt tamamlanmis, bir kismi ise yarim kalmis cok sayida
mimari eleman bulunmustur.

Perge Tiyatro'sunda iki esas yapi evresi saptanmistr. Mimari
konstrisksiyonun ve bezemelerin durumuna gére sahne binasinin, 8nce iki
katli olarak tasarlandigr, daha sonra Ggiincti katin eklendigi; bu sirada
"oroskenion"un da yeniden ele alindigi tesbit edilmistir. Bezemelerin
fiminin belli bir zaman icerisinde tamamlanmadigi, degisik dénemlerde
tekrar tekrar bifirilmesine calisildigi anlasilmishr.

Mimari kompozisyonun 6zelliklerinden ve tanrilarin Gstinliginden 6tiri
Gigontomachie frizinin Giciincii katta; Kentauromachi frizinin de ikinci katta
yer aldigi anlagimaktadir. "Porta Regina" iizerinde ise Kurban Sahnesi vardr.

Perge Tiyatrosundaki yapim ve onarim evreleri, yapiyla ilgili herhangi
bir yazili kaynak olmadigindan, Anadoluda kesin tarihlendirilmis yapr,
lahit ve kabartmalarin sfil 6zellikleriyle kiyaslanarak belgelenmistir. Buna
gore, ilk sohne binasi yaklasik 5. 170 lerde yapilmaya baslanms,
Imparator Septimius Severus'un 1.5. 193-211 yonetimi sirasinda
tamamlanmishir. Daha sonra bu yapiya bir kat daha eklenmistir. Bu tincil
kat mimari sislemelerinin gogunlukla Severuslar donemi &zelliklerini
tasimasindan dolay: ikinci yapi evresinin Imparator Severus Alexander
(iS. 222-235) ya da Maximinus Thrax (LS. 235-238) zamanlarinda
yapildigr disiiniimektedir.

Detay calismalarinin [.S. 235-240 ve 260-265 yillar arasinda,
szellikle Imparator Gallienus déneminde yogunluk kazanarak siirdigi
gorilmektedir. 1.S. 275-276 yillan arasinda savas kasasinin Imparator
Takitus tarafindan Perge’ye getirilmesi ile ekonomik durumu canlanan
kentte, tiyatronun bir kez daha ele alindigi; tamamlanmaya galisilan sahne
binasinin mimari detaylarinin yanisira fiyatroda "su oyunlan" icin yapilan
degisikliklerin de bu déneme rastladig: varsayilmaktadr.

"Proskenion" ve birinci katta bulunan devsirme malzemeler, sahne
binasinin Ge Roma Devri'nde onanm gérdiigiine isaret etmektedir. Bu
devsirme malzemelerin, en geg |.5. 450 - 475 yillarina ait olmasi, yapinin
bu tarihlerden sonra onanldigini disindirmektedir. Bunun yami sira,
onarim dolayisiyla timden yenilenen bir alinigin mimari bezemesinin
imporcror Justinyen donemindeki calismalara benzemesi, ancak cok
yiksek kabartma olmamasi bakimindan biraz daha erken bir déneme
onlonmow, bu nedenlerle son yapi calismalarinin imporofor Morkiyon

(I.5. 450-457) ve Justinyen (I.S. 527-565) donemleri arasinda
tarihlendirilmesi gerekmektedir.

Kazlar sirasinda bulunan heykeller, zgin konumlarina gére sahne
binasindaki nislere yerlestirilmis olarak - Rekonstriksiyon Panosu’nda

gosterilmistir.

PERGE TIYATROSU TARIHCESI:

2 1. Yapi Evresi 1.5, 170211

J 1. Yapi Evresi 1.5, 222-238

3 Detay calismalaninin devami I.5. 235-265

2 Detay cahsmalarinin devam ve degisiklikler 1.5, 275-300 / 305
 Restorasyonlar .. 450 / 475-527
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THE "SKENE" OF PERGE THEATRE ... . ety

The reparation and excavation works ot the Perge Theatre were
undertaken and finalized by Turkish archeological feams between the years
1985-1993. During these years of work, the front fagade of the scenium
building was cleared. Numerous elements such as architrave, soffit, and
pediments, some with their ornamentation complete and some without, were
uncovered. Also, pieces belonging tfo. the Kentauromachie ond
Gigantomachie friezes were found beside the Dionysos frieze. All the works
now exhibited in the Perge Theatre Hall were dug out during these
excavations and repaired by the excavation team.

Two major stages of construction are identified of the Perge Theatre.
According fo the architectural construction and its oramentation, it appears
that the scenium was at first designed as a building with two floors, and @ third



floor was added afterwards, while"the proscenium underwent a new
treatment. Besides, it is observed that not all of the ernaments were applied in
a certain (span'of time; but frequent efforts ‘were midde ct different fimes in
order o complefe them. b}

Judging ,by'the architectural: composition, and considering the superior
status /of 'gods, it becomes obvious that-the: Gigantomachie frieze was
positioned on the third floor, and the Kentauromachie frieze on the second;
while the "Sacrificial-Scene" is placed over the "Porfa Regina”.'Due fo the
lack of records’%bouf the other parfs of the building, the stagesof consfruction
and reparation in the ‘Perge Theatre are esfimated by comparing the
resemblances of style with those of such buildings, sarcophagi, and reliefs
found with definitive dating in Anatolia. Accordingly, thejwork on. the
scenium building was at first started circa A.D. 170, and completed during
the reign of Emperor Septimius Severus between A.D. 193 and|211. After o
short while,another floor was added to this structure. Sirjce imost of the
architectural ornaments on the third floor still reflect the s}yle of Severus’
period, the second phase of the building is considered fo dafe fo the times f
Emperors S&verus Alexander in A.D. 222-235, or Maximinus Thrax.in A.D.
235-238. However, further work on finer details had been “continued
afterwards, sich as work carried on between the years A.D. 235-d 260-265,
especially with an added emphasis during the period of Emperor Gallienus.

Between the years A.D. 275 and 276, the Theater came once more
under consideration, when Emperor Tacitus brought his wait-treasury.in. It
is estimated that the changes ffade for purposes of perforing
"waterworks" in the theatre took pldce in this period, as welllas the efforts
for complefing the architectural dgtails of the scenium building.  (

The proscenium and the gathered materials found on the fifst floor
indicate that the building undegivent reparation in the Late Roman period,
between the years A.D. 450~/75 ot the lotest. Besides these findings, the
architectural ornamentation oqupediment necessifates it$ inclusion into
rather an earlier period for ifs fésemblance to thg works of the Jusfinian
period. On account of these/reasons, the final dctivities én the building
should be dated at some time between the reigns of Emperor Marcian in
A.D. 450-459 dnd Justinian injA.D. 527-565.

The sculptures recovered at ffie Perge Theatre are displayed in their present
condition in the Exhibifion Hall] and on our Restoration'Panel as they appeared
in the niches jof the sceniu7\ Building which they occupied originally. 2

{1 Translated by Dogan Tirkers Anlalya, 24.09.1998)
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STAGES OF WORK AT PERGE THEATRE CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY
0 1st stage of construgtion ) AD. 170=211" = ‘o,

2 2nd stoge of construction AD. 222-238

J Detail work continued AD. 235-265

1 Changes and Detail work continued ~ A.D. 275 - 300 / 305

') Reparations AD. 450 / 475~ 527
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